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Golden Focus
What a great year for 
the Guernsey breed!

When you read those 
words you might 
automatically think 

about Pistachio Pie and her 
historic wins at Harrisburg 
and World Dairy Expo.  But, I 
encourage you to consider the 
big picture and you will soon 
see that 2007 truly could be 
viewed as a turning point for 
our breed from just about any 
point of view.

Golden Guernsey – Yoder’s 
Golden Guernsey Milk is offi cially being sold in Lancaster County, 
Pa., showing off the unique attributes of Guernsey fl uid milk. Lucky 
Layla drinkable yogurt, made largely from Guernsey milk, was se-
lected as the best yogurt in the nation by the American Cheese So-
ciety in August – a major win for this product from Lavon Farms 
in Texas. In reviewing the entries in the butter contest at that show, 
the Lucky Layla submission made it obvious that Golden Guernsey 
milk has lost none of its Golden color over the years. Brown Cow 
Ice Cream in New York and several small cheese makers around the 
country continue to prove the value of Golden Guernsey milk.

Registrations – As we go to press with this last issue of the year, 
it is certainly within reason to think that we will record our third 
consecutive year of increased registrations -  something that has not 
happened since 1947.

Production – In the fi rst three quarters of 2007, 32 new class-leading 
records have been made. More importantly, the average production 
of the breed as a whole continues to climb. While the breed’s genetic 
direction has clearly shifted to more emphasis on functional type and 
management traits, we continue to make progress for improved pro-
duction and we must continue to do so to remain competitive. Our 
commitment as a breed to improve fat production is yielding results, 
lets not forget about protein!

Young Sires – In 2006 and 2007, 30 young sires have been released 
for AI sampling. They represent a diverse group that includes some-
thing to fi t just about every breeding strategy. Among these 30, 19 
different sires and 15 different maternal grandsires are represented. 
This commitment to genetic diversity is unparalleled in recent years.

Marketability – The highlight of the year from a marketing stand-
point was certainly the $23,600 National Sale topper, Joke, who com-
bined pedigree, performance and show ring appeal to draw interest 
from all over the industry. That sale achieved an all-time high aver-
age for a National Sale, continuing to prove the value of deep pedi-
grees. However, I will look back on the Upper Mid-West Spring Sale, 
held in April in Minnesota, as a tremendous day for our breed. 87 
animals averaged $2,450. Only one, a December calf, ever appeared 
in a National Show class. The market for these outstanding animals 
was driven by their deep pedigrees, profi table production levels and 
commercial appeal. This is how our breed will grow!

Youth Involvement – In recent years, the AGA Youth Auction has 
regularly raised over $10,000 to help fund our youth programs. New 
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OCS Dairy Downunder Deb, EX-91, has 
completed a class-leading record for milk, 
fat and protein with 4-07 365D 38,160M 
5.8% 2,196F 3.1% 1,181P giving her over 
100,000M lifetime in just three lactations. 
Deb was the HM All-American Spring Calf 
and Jr. Two-Year-Old. She was the winning 
100,000M Cow and the Total Performance 
Winner at the NGS-Harrisburg last fall. Her 
dam, by Fayette, is scored VG-88 and boasts 
nearly 120,000M lifetime, having finished 
a lactation with over 1,300F and 1,000P. 
The next dam is Diadora, EX-94. Diadora 
received recognition in the All-American 
contest each year from the time she was a 
Spring Calf until she was an Aged Cow. She 
finished with over 180,000M lifetime with 
5.5% fat and 3.7% protein. Deb has a VG-
86 Tiller daughter with over 1,800F. Deb is 
bred and owned by OCS Dairy of Jefferson, 
Md., and the Downunder Syndicate of Aus-
tralia. The Syndicate purchased her dam as 
an open heifer nearly a decade ago in the 
1998 World Guernsey Conference Sale. 

Trotacre Lock Miss Lime has completed 
a class-leading record for milk with 2-09 
305D 3x 28,050M 3.7% 1,036F 3.1% 880P. 
With this, her second lactation, she is already 
over 50,000M and 2,000F lifetime. Her sire, 
Trotacre Valiant Lock, is a son of Tamaracks 
Perfecto Valiant-ET and out of Mercury Lo-
retta, EX-91, making him a maternal brother 
to Luxury. The dam was an EX-90 daughter 
by Perfecto and the granddam was a VG-83 
Victory. Lime, scored VG-88, was bred by 
Amy Gable and is now owned by her cous-
in, Abby Trotter of Enon Valley, Pa. 

Golden J Landon Lizzy has completed 
a class-leading record for milk with 1-10 
305D 24,700M 4.2% 1,029F 2.8% 685P. 
She is scored D-77 and is the first daughter 
of Flambeau Manor Ron Landon to make 
a class-leading record. Her dam is a D-78 
Trumpet and the granddam was a VG-82 
Telestar daughter, each with over 19,000M 
and 850F. The next two dams are both 
scored EX-90. Lizzy is bred and owned by 

Trent Jensen of Amery, Wis.

Brook Haven Rons Calsi, VG-85, has 
completed a class-leading record for milk 
with 4-02 305D 31,500M 3.8% 1,203F 
2.9% 923P. She is a daughter of Marodore 
Goliath Ronald-ET. Her dam was a D-72 
daughter of Trumpet with over 19,000M 
and nearly 900F. The next dam was a Per-
fecto with three records over 700F and 
600P. At 391 days, in early November, she 
was still milking 124 pounds and had not 
had a test day of less than 101 pounds. Her 
daughter by Magicman was the winning 
Fall Calf at the NGS-Madison in 2007. 
Calsi was bred by Brian Honebrink of 
Belle Plain, Minn., and is owned by Casey 
Nelson of Ellendale, Minn. 

Jens Gold Lucas Buttermax has complet-
ed a class-leading record for protein with 1-
11 365D 25,260M 4.6% 1,166F 3.6% 907P. 
Her sire is the newly-proven Flambeau 
Manor Option Lucas-ET. Her dam was a 
VG-83 daughter of Trotacre Mercury Lord-
ET that has over 100,000M lifetime, includ-
ing two records over 1,000F. The granddam 
was a VG-80 Prince Jay daughter, also with 
over 1,000F. The next dam was a VG-86 
Perfecto with over 100,000M, followed by 
a VG-85 Maple Leaf Admiral Topstar with 
over 950F. The fifth dam was a VG-84 Vol-
cano with two records over 850F followed 
by a VG-86 Fayette with 900F. Stretching 
the pedigree to the early 1970’s, the next 
two dams are both Very Good Gold Star 
Cows. Buttermax was bred by Jens Gold 
Farm of Amery, Wis., and is owned by Den-
nis Nelson of Hilmar, Calif. 

Sunrise Roys Gem has completed a class-
leading record for milk with 3-02 305D 
29,870M 4.2% 1,242F 3.1% 928P. She is 
a VG-83 daughter of Marodore Enhancer 
Roy-ET. She was 3rd as a Winter Yearling 
at the NGS-Louisville and Junior Champion 
of the North Carolina State Fair in 2003. Her 
dam had records to 18,000M and 800F. She 
was by a Fayette son and the granddam was 

sired by Frank. Gem was bred by Renee and 
Ashley Bridges of Shelby, NC, and is now 
owned by Austin Knapp of Epworth, Iowa.

Dairyman Regis Bambi has completed a 
class-leading record for fat with 3-10 262D 
24,750M 5.6% 1,377F 3.1% 772P. Bambi, 
who was unfortunately lost before complet-
ing a full lactation, was sired by Marodore 
Enhancer Regis-ET. Her dam was a D-78 
Goliath with a top record of 4-05 365D 
25,270M 4.6% 1,153F 3.4% 870P. Bambi 
is bred and owned by the W.D. Hoard & 
Sons Co. of Ft. Atkinson, Wis.

Balmorals Prime Sosha, EX-91, has com-
pleted a class-leading record for milk and 
fat with 4-07 305D 31,580M 4.5% 1,413F 
3.0% 941P. Her sire is Geo Mars Andy 
Prime-ET. Her dam was an EX-91 Canadi-
an-bred cow with a top record of 3-06 365D 
33,440M 4.9% 1,653F 3.3% 1,107P. The 
dam was nominated All-American as a Sr. 
Two-Year-Old. She is backed by two EX-
90 dams. The granddam was All-Canadian 
and the third dam was HM All-American. 
Sosha has five VG sisters by four different 
sires and has a VG-86 Marfred Masterpiece 
daughter that finished with over 900F at 2-
00. She has Visa and Challenge heifers on 
the ground. Sosha is bred and owned by 
Krista Richardson of Wapakoneta, Ohio.  

2007 Third Quarter Class Leaders

OCS Dairy Downunder Deb, EX-91
Total Performance Cow NGS-Harrisburg

A complete listing of the All-Time class leaders can be found on the web at www.usguernsey.com/classleaders.htm

Tru Lan MM Classy
Daughter of Brook Haven Rons Calsi

contests and programs are added annually, it 
seems. The AGA provides no less than four 
scholarships to deserving college-bound 
Junior Members, and in 2008 we will add 
yet another as the Turley Scholarship begins 
rewarding two deserving youth instead of 
just one. It has been gratifying to watch as 
the Junior Members came together to add 
some structure to their part of our organi-
zation, formalizing the American Guernsey 
Youth Association (AGYA). This has given 
the youth even more of a voice in their own 
youth events and programs. 

Reproduction – Dr. John Mozier appointed 
a committee to research the improvement 
of reproduction in the Guernsey breed last 
summer. The committee has met twice since 
June and is moving forward in several direc-
tions to investigate ways to help the Guern-
sey cow calve more times and produce more 
heifer calves.
 I look forward to an even more excit-
ing year in 2008 as we strive to improve ser-
vices to members, add value to the Guernsey 
breed and improve the cow herself.
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